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2016 ANNUAL  
CONFERENCE

MAY 16–18
Resiliency is (literally and figuratively) in the air. Scientists and world 
leaders have identified a two-degree increase in global temperatures 
as an irreversible threshold. The UN has outlined 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals for solving the climate crisis and ensuring social 
stability. The UN’s Conference of Parties (COP21) is working to achieve 
consensus around reducing greenhouse gases. Even Pope Francis has 
issued an encyclical on the same topic with the subtitle of: “Care for 
Our Common Home”. Cities are taking matters into their own hands and 
implementing strategies to become more sustainable.

How does the architectural profession respond to these necessary 
adaptations? How does design become not only more resilient but 
also more proactive in addressing the imminent concerns of rising 
temperatures, severe weather patterns, and compromised resources?

Presented by:

VENUE

The 2016 conference takes place at the award- 
winning Vancouver Convention Centre – West, 
located at 1055 Canada Place in downtown  
Vancouver, British Columbia. For complete venue 
information including details on facilities, maps, 
and accessibility, go to: 

www.vancouverconventioncentre.com

HOTEL PARTNERS

Pan Pacific Vancouver Hotel 
www.panpacificvancouver.com

Executive Hotel Le Soleil 
www.hotellesoleil.com

Carmana Plaza 
www.carmanaplaza.com 

Empire Landmark Hotel 
www.empirelandmarkhotel.com                                        
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WELCOME

On behalf of the AIBC Annual Conference Professional Development Committee,  
I would like to welcome you to the 2016 Annual Conference.

This year’s conference focuses on a crucial and topical theme – Building a 
Resilient Future. The theme brings a number of questions to mind. What does 
resiliency entail? How do we build cities, communities and populations that are 
resilient? We anticipate these questions and many more will be examined over  
the next three days as we learn from industry experts, notable presenters and 
forward thinkers who are devoted to exploring these subjects.

The Annual Conference brings together more than 35 speakers from a wide 
spectrum of sectors, including those from education, government, non-profit, 
business and private practice. This is a time for robust discussions and  
exchanges at the conference plenaries, seminars and evening social events. 
I encourage you to embrace this opportunity to discuss ideas, discover new 
strategies, get reacquainted with colleagues, meet new friends and broaden your 
knowledge base.

The 2016 Architectural Awards Presentation will provide a celebratory finish to what 
is sure to be a fulfilling three days.

Darryl Condon Architect AIBC

AIBC Council President
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Schedule
Monday, May 16, 2016

12:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.
KEYNOTE EVENT: THE POWER OF OPTIMISM 

West Meeting Room 301–305  7–9 p.m.

Conference Registration  
12–2 p.m. and 5–7 p.m.

Annual Meeting Registration

OPENING RECEPTION 
AND EXHIBITORS’  

NETWORKING
Ocean Foyer

ANNUAL MEETING
Room 212/213

Council Presentations/Conversation with Council
Room 212/213  4:30 –5 p.m.

Sessions and speakers are subject to changes. For updated information, please visit the 
conference website at www.ac2016.aibc.ca.

 
First Meeting of New Council

Room 306  5:30–6 p.m.
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Special Events
Monday, May 16, 2016

AIBC 2016 Annual Meeting
3 – 4:30 p.m. Registration at 2 p.m.

This important event is a terrific opportunity to hear from your elected council about the 
past year, learn more about the institute’s plans for the upcoming year, discuss areas 
of interest or concern as well as catch up with colleagues and new registrants. Light 
refreshments provided.
2 Non-core LUs  Room 212/213

Council Presentations/Conversation with Council
4:30 – 5 p.m. 

Immediately following the adjournment of the 97th Annual Meeting, the AIBC Council 
invites members and associates to join them for a presentation on council initiatives. The 
presentation will be followed by an opportunity for council to engage with members and 
other registrants in an open conversation on matters of importance to the regulation of the 
architectural profession in BC.
 Room 212/213

Opening Reception featuring the Exhibitors’ Networking Session
5 –7 p.m.

A perfect way to start the conference, meet exhibitors and find out about the latest 
products and services. 
 Ocean Foyer

Keynote Event: The Power of Optimism
7– 9 p.m.  Dr. David Boyd

Environmental issues are often clouded by negativity, pessimism, and even forebodings 
of doom. Yet there is compelling evidence of progress made over the past fifty years, 
from cleaner air and safer drinking water to the recovery of endangered species, the 
protection of the ozone layer, and the rapid transition from fossil fuels to renewable 
electricity that is underway. While daunting challenges remain, our track record of 
progress serves as an inspiration that we have the potential to identify and implement 
solutions.
1.5 Non-core LUs  Room 301–305
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Schedule
Tuesday, May 17, 2016

TRACK

7:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

1:30 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

3:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

8:30 a.m.

MOVIE NIGHT: THE HUMAN SCALE
West Meeting Room 301–305  7–9 p.m.

BREAKFAST + REGISTRATION

Session Track 1 Session Track 2 Session Track 3

BREAK

BREAK

LUNCH

MOVIE NIGHT RECEPTION
Ocean Foyer

ExAC Info Session
Room 220  6–7 p.m. 

T3

T6

T9

T4

T7

T10

T5

T8

T1

The Affluent  
Architect Series 
Room 223/224

Strong Practice  
Fundamentals
Room 223/224

Building a Practice: Let’s 
Get Creative 
Room 223/224

False Creek South:  
Reinventing an Urban 
Legacy  
Room 221/222

A Tale of Tall Timber: UBC 
Brock Commons Student 
Residence 
Room 221/222

Of Grapes and BioCellars:  
Repurposing Vacant 
Structures for Community 
Restabilization 
Room 221/222

Integrating Resiliency  
at the Community Scale:  
Zibi Case Study 
Room 220

Evolution of Vancouver 
School of Design 
Room 220

Designing for Circadian 
Light and Health  
Outcomes in Architectural 
Practice 
Room 220

Plenary Session: Resiliency at the Waterfront 
Room 301–305

T2
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Sessions 
Tuesday, May 17, 2016

T1 Plenary Session: Resiliency at the 
Waterfront
Maggie Baynham, Sustainability Coordinator, City of Surrey; 
Garry Penway, Chief Planner, City of North Vancouver; Fiona 
Dercole, Section Manager-Public Safety, District of North 
Vancouver; Angela Danyluk, Sustainability Specialist, City of 
Vancouver

Resilience is often described as preparing and 
responding to shocks and stresses. Many of the 
natural hazards that cause acute events will change 
and intensify with climate change. So how does 
design become not only more resilient but also more 
proactive in addressing the imminent concerns of 
rising temperatures, severe weather patterns, and 
compromised resources? This session features 
presentations from a variety of municipal leaders who 
will discuss how their cities are preparing for climate 
change and are becoming more resilient. 
1.5 Core LUs  Room 301–305

T2 The Affluent Architect Series
Andrew Bay, BA (Econ.), CFP

Individuals and firms that find themselves profitable 
need to know how best to re-invest in themselves 
and their key people. Discover the trends and 
opportunities available to reduce tax load, defer 
income, and put “golden handcuffs” on you most 
valued team members.
1.5 Core LUs  Room 223/224 

T3 False Creek South: Reinventing an 
Urban Legacy
Richard Evans Architect AIBC, AIBC Chair; Graham McGarva 
Architect AIBC, AIA, AAA, LEED AP; Ray Spaxman, RPP, 
ARIBA, MRTPI, FCIP, Hon.AIBC; Sharon Yandle, FCSNA 
President; Chris Baas, City of Vancouver; Ben Johnson, City of 
Vancouver

Within the next 25 years, the City of Vancouver-
owned leases for a majority of the False Creek South 
lands will be subject for renewal. This provides an 
opportunity to build upon a unique legacy – which 
has demonstrated considerable social, economic 
and environmental resiliency over time – and re-
imagine what the existing dense, affordable, family-
friendly neighborhoods could look like into the 21st 

century as the imperative for resiliency increases. 
The presentation will explore the future vision for the 
area as expressed by a very dedicated community 
organization, and where this vision meets the policy 
objectives of the public landholder.
1.5 Core LUs  Room 221/222

T4 Integrating Resiliency at the 
Community Scale: Zibi Case Study
Alex Speigel OAA (RET)

Zibi, formerly the Domtar lands, comprises 37 acres 
on three islands in the Ottawa River, in the heart 
of the National Capital.  Windmill Development is 
transforming this derelict former industrial site into 
a walkable, mixed-use sustainable community with 
over a thousand units of housing and significant new 
retail and office space, with ample green space for 
biodiversity regeneration and restored natural habitat. 
The presentation will describe the 10 principles of 
the One Planet Living framework and illustrate how 
they are being applied to guide the planning, design, 
construction and management of the site to create a 
pedestrian-oriented, zero-carbon, multi-generational 
neighborhood.
1.5 Core LUs  Room 220

T5 Strong Practice Fundamentals
Rick Linley, M.Arch, MAA, FRAIC, PMP, LEED AP

As design professionals, we are easily caught up 
in the day to day whirlwind of practicing design, 
often neglecting the design of practice. To increase 
our influence on the built environment, now when 
our cities and the planet need us most, we have to 
strengthen our firms.
1.5 Core LUs  Room 223/224

T6 A Tale of Tall Timber: UBC Brock 
Commons Student Residence
Russell Acton Architect AIBC, AAA, SAA, OAA, FRAIC

In November 2014, Acton Ostry Architects Inc. 
in collaboration with tall wood advisor Hermann 
Kaufmann Architekten, were selected by UBC to 
lead the design for the Brock Commons Student 
Residence, which when completed will be the tallest 
mass wood building in the world. Russell Acton 
will share how Acton Ostry Architects positioned 
themselves to win the UBC tall wood commission 
and describe how various technical, sustainability 
and design challenges were met head-on and 
resolved quickly, effectively and efficiently using an 
innovative integrated design process that combined 
a bit of European knowledge with a whole lot of bold 
Canadian pluck.
1.5 Core LUs  Room 221/222
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Sessions 
Tuesday, May 17, 2016

T7 Evolution of Vancouver School 
Design
Jay Hiscox Architect AIBC, OAQ, MRAIC, LEED AP; Chris 
Atkinson

This presentation covers the history of VBE schools 
and the principles that inform design of schools 
today. As the Seismic Mitigation Program [SMP] is 
implemented, the VBE has an opportunity to ensure 
that its building stock has as much built-in resilience 
and longevity as the schools being replaced.
1.5 Core LUs  Room 220

T8 Building a Practice: Let’s Get 
Creative
Jenny Chow Architect AIBC; Greg Damant Architect AIBC, 
LEED AP; Bruce Haden Architect AIBC, OAA, MRAIC, LEED 
AP; Peeroj Thakre Architect AIBC, LEED AP BD+C

Making the leap to your own practice requires 
many different skills that you may not have had the 
chance to hone in your career. Some of these will 
be expected, but a good many more can catch you 
off guard. In this presentation, you will learn from 
different practitioners about what their transition was 
like, and the lessons that they learned along the 
way. Featured speakers include a principal from an 
emerging, unique practice, a sole practitioner and 
the head of a firm that has expanded and is now at a 
boutique studio level.
1.5 Core LUs  Room 223/224

T9 Of Grapes and BioCellars: 
Repurposing Vacant Structures for 
Community Restabilization
Robert Donaldson, RA, NCARB, LEED AP BD+C

In Cleveland, the blight of vacancy is being used 
as an opportunity for community revitalization, to 
develop an ecodistrict comprised of the only urban 
vineyard in the United States, a BioCellar, and 
winery – all built within formerly vacant structures 
or on vacant land to provide increased access to 
healthy, locally-grown food while employing recently 
incarcerated or at-risk individuals. Best practices to 

encourage neighborhood participation during design 
and construction will be reviewed; communication, 
interaction, and a fluid working relationship with 
individuals within the community are highlights 
against the needs for profitability, community 
integration, and a prosperous project/community 
future.
1.5 Core LUs  Room 221/222

T10 Designing for Circadian Light 
and Health Outcomes in Architectural 
Practice
Ed Clark, LEED AP BD+C; Marty Brennan, AIA; Dr. Mehlika 
Inanici

Living and working in the built environment has 
changed our exposure to light and the natural light/
dark cycle, leading to the disruption of circadian 
rhythms, the body’s natural synchronizers, and 
resulting negative health outcomes. Conversely, 
exposure to environments calibrated to circadian 
rhythms advances overall wellness, improves 
learning outcomes, and enhances productivity. This 
session will explain the basic concepts of circadian 
rhythms and, using an open-source simulation and 
analysis tool, demonstrate the process of analyzing 
luminous environments designed to promote 
productivity and well-being through circadian 
entrainment.
1.5 Core LUs  Room 220
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Special Events
Tuesday, May 17, 2016

ExAC Info Session
6–7 p.m.

Attention ExAC applicants, this free Info Session is for you! Set yourself 
up for success with a head start on understanding the Examination for 
Architects in Canada (ExAC) eligibility requirements and general exam 
information.
 Room 220  

Movie Night Reception
5 –7 p.m.

Enjoy an evening of drinks and hors d’oeuvres prior to the screening.
 Ocean Foyer

Movie Night Screening
7– 9 p.m.

“The Human Scale” by Andreas Dalsgaard
50% of the world’s population lives in urban areas. By 2050 this will 
increase to 80%. Why do modern cities repel human interaction 
and ignore humans needs for inclusion and intimacy? For 40 years, 
Danish architect and professor Jan Gehl has studied human behavior 
in cities, and in this fascinating and illuminating film, he outlines how 
our approach to urban architecture can and should change.
1.5 Non-core LUs Room 301–305
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Schedule
Wednesday, May 18, 2016

TRACK

7:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

1:30 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

3:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

8:30 a.m.

BREAKFAST + REGISTRATION

Session Track 1 Session Track 2 Session Track 3

BREAK

BREAK

LUNCH

AWARDS RECEPTION
Burrard Foyer

AWARDS PRESENTATION
Burrard Foyer  6–8 p.m.

End of Conference

W3

W6

W9

W4

W7

W10

W5

W8

W1

Adopting the Passive 
House Standard 
Room 223/224

Design Strategies for 
Innovation
Room 223/224

Future Architecture from 
Ancient Roots: Vernacular- 
Inspired Responses to 
Climate Change 
Room 223/224

Floating Resilience:  
Redefining Coastal  
Infrastructure to Preempt 
Disaster 
Room 221/222

Whole Systems Infra-
structure Planning Approach 
Yields a Low Carbon Solution 
for UBC Okanagan Campus 
Room 221/222

Acoustics Considerations 
for Wood Frame  
Construction 
Room 221/222

Climate as Concept 
Room 220

Lessons Learned from  
the Density Debate 
Room 220

Developing a Stretch  
Code for BC 
Room 220

Plenary Session: Leave Room for Resiliency 
Room 301–305

W2
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Sessions
Wednesday, May 18, 2016

W1 Plenary Session: Leave Room  
for Resiliency
Carol Phillips, B.E.S., B.Arch., OAA (BCDS), LEED AP, FRAIC; 
Diarmuid Nash Architect AIBC, OAA, FRAIC, Hon.AIA, Hon. 
FCARM; Dan Kinkead AIA; Manon Asselin, B.Sc, B.Arch. Post 
Prof. M.Arch (McGill U.)

“Leave Room” is a panel discussion around the 
notion of generosity and community building through 
design. Four limited presentations will address the 
ideas of generosity in planning, programming and 
designing to leave room for resiliency as cities grow 
or shrink, as uses and societal needs change. This 
will be followed by a panel discussion on design that 
contributes the role of the icon and the role of the 
collective in the making of resilient, generous design. 
The panel will be moderated by one of the presenters 
and an open question and answer period will follow.
1.5 Core LUs  Room 301–305

W2 Adopting the Passive House 
Standard
Simon Richards Architect AIBC, MRAIC; Scott Kennedy P.Eng.

Passive House is an internationally recognized 
standard for achieving very low energy-use buildings 
with high quality indoor environments. It has been 
widely adopted in Europe and while there have 
been North American advocates for some time, it is 
relatively recent that it has begun to have significant 
uptake, with Vancouver a “hot spot”. Cornerstone 
Architecture has embraced Passive House standard 
and has a number of significant projects in design 
and construction stages. This presentation will 
concentrate on multi-unit residential and mixed-
use projects illustrating the inherent benefits 
of applying the approach. A context overview, 
regulatory directions and practical experience will be 
discussed.
1.5 Core LUs Room 223/224

W3 Floating Resilience: Redefining 
Coastal Infrastructure to Preempt 
Disaster
Peter Gray, MArch

With the current rise in sea level, combined with the 
potential catastrophic impact of natural disasters, 
urban coastal regions will need to be redefined with 
the global environment in mind. This presentation 

takes a thesis on tsunami mitigation in Japan and 
connects its findings to the shores of Vancouver and 
Seattle. Instead of building walls and destroying 
coastline, this presentation will look at how natural 
systems combined with future construction concepts 
will be the key to developing lasting infrastructure 
while addressing the eventual transformation of urban 
coastal regions.
1.5 Core LUs Room 221/222

W4 Climate as Concept
Matthew Rosenberg

How can we consider climate data and sustainable 
technologies as the key driver for a building 
design? How does this better inform and develop 
the architectural process and ultimately make for 
better developments? This session looks at the 
fundamental process of design and how we can 
begin to inject climate data at the earliest stages of 
the architectural process. We look at current and 
developing renewable technologies and discuss 
how cross-disciplinary actions with the companies 
creating these products can foster a more productive 
architecture community. We offer strategies to embed 
communities with renewable strategies so it becomes 
more than an afterthought.
1.5 Core LUs Room 220

W5 Design Strategies for Innovation
Dharini Thiruchittampalam Architect AIBC, ARB, MBA

As the business environment becomes more 
unpredictable, innovative, disruptive processes and 
technologies will be needed to address the world’s 
most critical problems. The answer may lie in the 
intersection between design, business and public 
policy. In this context, interdisciplinary teams from 
industry, government and academia have a key role 
in generating innovative solutions for a resilient future. 
This session will explore how Design Thinking and 
Strategic Design methodologies can be applied to a 
solve problems at all scales.
1.5 Core LUs Room 223/224
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Sessions
Wednesday, May 18, 2016

W6 Whole Systems Infrastructure 
Planning Approach Yields a Low Carbon 
Solution for UBC Okanagan Campus
Kathy Wardle, M.E.S., LEED AP BD+C; Gerry McGeough, 
Director, Planning + Design, Campus and Community Planning

The global imperative of climate change is 
considered the greatest sustainability challenge 
facing society, and the effects are widespread. 
Universities faced with an aging building stock and 
infrastructure systems will be required to adapt 
in order to become more resilient to changes in 
climate, utility rates, changes in campus use, and 
population growth. This session will share the 
consultation process, challenges and opportunities, 
and results from UBC Okanagan’s Campus Whole 
System Infrastructure Plan that outlines a roadmap for 
realizing positive ecological landscape, 64% water 
reduction, 41% energy reduction, and 91% carbon 
reduction by 2030 despite growth.
1.5 Core LUs  Room 221/222

W7 Lessons Learned from the Density 
Debate
Alison Walker, B.Tech. Arch. Science, CPHC, LEED AP ND; 
Christopher Vollan, B.A.Sc.; Oliver Lang Architect AIBC, 
MRACT Assoc. AIA, NY – USA, NRW-GER, MSCAAD, Dipl.Ing.
Arch, Dave Ramslie

How does land-use and urban design impact 
community resiliency? What are the trade-
offs of adding residential density in existing 
neighbourhoods? Integral Group will discuss their 
“Housing Choice and Environmental Impacts 
Calculator”, which provides a comparative analysis 
of environmental impacts/benefits associated with 
housing choice in the Lower Mainland and how it can 
aid design development. Rize Alliance Properties will 
discuss why buyers are choosing dense living, and 
how developers respond through improving social 
capital and community resilience. Also discussed 
will be the importance of development scale and 
integration into existing neighbourhoods, by building 
environmentally-conscious communities that are 
resilient to a changing climate.
1.5 Core LUs  Room 220

W8 Future Architecture from Ancient 
Roots: Vernacular-Inspired Responses 
to Climate Change
Dr. Nancy Mackin Architect AIBC and WA

From Gaudi to Aalto, architects have often found 
new ideas within the vernacular: simple country 

buildings made with materials close at hand. Now, in 
the Age of the Anthropocene, ancient architectural 
wisdom increasingly offers inspiration as accelerated 
climate and cultural change demand new, efficient 
architectural solutions. This presentation will employ 
videos, discussions, and model-making to explore 
vernacular concepts from the high Arctic and 
extrapolate their significance for architecture of the 
future. Applications include linking food production 
with architecture, searching for fossil-fuel free 
materials based on nature, and re-learning cultural 
knowledge that is rooted in ecological wisdom and 
social cooperation.
1.5 Core LUs Room 223/224

W9 Acoustics Considerations for Wood 
Frame Construction
Steve Meszaros M.Sc.(Eng), P.Eng.; Daniel Lyzun, P.Eng.

Wood frame construction is becoming more popular 
across Canada and has become a go-to solution for 
developers to save time and money in construction. 
Acoustics is one of the top challenges in wood 
frame construction and requires early planning to 
provide the sound isolation and impact noise control 
expected in modern residential and commercial 
design. This presentation will discuss the reality of 
acoustics in wood frame construction, what it means 
for designers, and how to incorporate acoustic 
controls in the building design.
1.5 Core LUs Room 221/222

W10 Developing a Stretch Code for BC
Dave Ramslie; Cimarron Corpé, Ph.D.; Zachary May, MBA

This presentation will talk about the ground-
breaking, collaborative process used to develop 
the new Stretch Code for BC, joining stakeholders 
from industry, local government, professional 
associations, utilities and the provincial government 
for the first time to develop “beyond building code 
energy standards”. Presenters will discuss how this 
collaboration led to the creation of a road-map to 
achieve “net-zero emissions ready” buildings in BC, 
highlight the core components of the framework 
that was developed and the anticipated next steps 
towards adoption province-wide. Also discussed will 
be challenges and benefits to having a harmonized 
approach to regulating and incentivizing high-
performance, low-carbon buildings.
1.5 Core LUs Room 220
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Special Events
Wednesday, May 18, 2016

Awards Reception & Presentation 
5– 8 p.m.

Each year, the Architectural Institute of British Columbia showcases the best in 
architecture from the AIBC community through its awards program. While honours 
are given out in a number of distinct award categories, there is one common element: 
Excellence.

End your conference experience with a celebratory finish. Don’t miss the 2016 
Architectural Awards Presentation.
Awards Reception 5 p.m.: Burrard Foyer                             
Awards Presentation 6 p.m.: Burrard Foyer 

Sessions and speakers are subject to changes. For updated information, please visit the 
conference website at www.ac2016.aibc.ca.

Photo Release
Conference activities may be photographed and/or recorded. 
Images and video taken at this event may be utilized for AIBC 
news or promotional material whether in print, electronic or other 
media including AIBC’s website and social media channels. 
By participating, you grant the AIBC the right to use your 
name, video and photograph for such purposes. If you do not 
wish to have your image used, please identify yourself to the 
photographer, an AIBC director or registration desk staff so we 
are aware of your wishes. Thank you.
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THANK YOU 
   to our generous sponsors and exhibitors

SPONSORS

OPENING EVENT 
featuring Exhibitors’ Networking Session 
+ Keynote Event: The Power of Optimism 

CLOSING EVENT
featuring Awards Reception + 

AIBC Architectural Awards Presentation

PLENARIES AND SESSIONS MOVIE NIGHT RECEPTION & SCREENING

WINE

DELEGATE KITS
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EXHIBITORS

www.armtec.com

ca.brockwhite.com

www.demilec.com

www.mapei.com

www.powerhousebuildingsolutions.com

www.assaabloy.ca

www.cascadiawindows.com

www.graphisoft.com

www.mslfibre.com

www.romexcanadawest.com

www.soffitvents.cawww.radonguard.ca

www.bcwood.com

www.centura.ca

ixlmasonry.com

www.naturallywood.com

www.sansin.com

www.wood-works.ca



JOIN THE CONVERSATION
Use the following hashtag to 
share your images, video and 
updates with our network.

#AIBCconference2016

www.ac2016.aibc.ca

www.aibc.ca


